“Presentation to the Avenger of Our Late Lamented President, Abraham Lincoln,” DAILY NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER (Washington, D.C.), July 20, 1865. 

“Captain E. P. Doherty, of the 16th New York cavalry has just been the recipient of a magnificent pair of revolvers, richly mounted in gold and silver and pearl. The presentation was made by Captain W. J. Keys, on behalf of the officers of the gallant 16th New York cavalry. It is gratifying to see that the services performed by Captain Doherty have been appreciated by his brother officers.

“The following are the address and response made on the occasion. Many speeches were made by distinguished officers, complimentary to Captain Doherty, but want of space forbids their publication:

“CAPTAIN EDWARD PAUL DOHERTY: Your brother officers of the 16th New York cavalry are pleased to present you with this brace of pistols, as a testimonial for your distinguished services in the pursuit and capture of Booth and Herold, the assassins of President Lincoln. It is a matter of pride and satisfaction to the officers of the regiment, that, after two years service in the field in the same organization, it has fallen to the lot of one of their members to capture and bring to justice the assassins of our late beloved and good President—prominent members of a band of conspirators and murderers, which had for its chief Jefferson Davis, late President of the late bogus Southern Confederacy, and embracing in its folds a set of men who, for fiendish malignity and hellish designs, have never been surpassed in any age or in any clime. In future years this testimonial will serve to remind you of your old comrades-in-arms of the 16th New York cavalry, and of the many incidents that occurred during your two years’ association with them, in the camp and in the field, on lonely scout and daring raid, and in the secret night-watches from the Potomac to the Rapidan, and from the Rapidan back again to the Potomac—a two years’ service, which has made the by-paths, thickets, and wilds of Virginia, its mountain-passes and guerilla-haunts, as familiar to our minds as the places that were once our homes.

“It will also serve to remind you of the memorable morning of the 15th of April, 1865, when our skirmish line, under the eye of our veteran commander, Brevet Brigadier General Sweitzer, stretched from the Orange and Alexandria railroad to the Potomac, when officers and men with solemn mien and determined will scoured the country in search of the assassins; and during the subsequent twelve days, before your successful capture of the assassins, our regiment was in Maryland; it was on the north side of the Potomac, on the side of the Potomac, and away to the Rappahannock.

Receive this testimonial, then, and should ever a righteous cause again beckon thee to its aid, use these weapons in its defense.

“Captain Doherty replied as follows:

‘GENTLEMEN: I accept with many thanks your kind and generous present.

“‘I feel inadequate to convey to you the feeling of gratitude I entertain to this spontaneous mark of your esteem. Coming as it does from gentlemen with whom I have been so long associated, I am grateful beyond expression to receive this token from the gallant defenders of the nation.

“‘When time and circumstance separate us from each other, this beautiful pistol, which I shall ever to keep with jealous care, will bring to my mind many happy recollections of hours so pleasantly passed in the society of the officers of the 16th New York cavalry.

“‘Gentlemen, I fully appreciate the honor this confers on me. I again heartily thank you.’”

